
UNIFIED color philosophy

Highlights from

UNIFIED The Guide
The DC’s design system uses a minimalist 
approach to color, allowing color photography 
and illustration to drive design.

Color is used to create contrast and separation.

Color can be used as an entry point to help the 
reader navigate the page.

Color palette is engineered for optimal printing.

Color is not permitted in headlines, unless it’s 
needed for contrast.

Color is not something used for decorating a 
page, but instead a tool for improving the 
structure of a page or centerpiece design.

See UNIFIED The Guide for more detail.
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The basics of color

Four-color printing

In standard newspaper print 
production, color elements are 
generated with four plates on 
the press: cyan, magenta, yellow 
and black. 

Each color is layered onto the 
printed page by a different 
plate.
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The basics of color

UNIFIED color palette

The approved palette for use is 
“22 CMYK DC Unified Colors,” 
which you should ensure has been 
selected in the Color window in CUE 
Designer.
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The basics of color
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Colors engineered for 
optimal reproduction

All colors in the approved Unified 
palette are created by a 
maximum of three plates (out of 
four possible) to help reduce 
issues related to 
poor registration.

Poor registration, which is beyond 
the control of the DC, creates text 
that is difficult to read, especially 
small text and text reversed to 
white.



Text and color
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Headlines, drop caps, 
display type

Use of color in headlines, drop 
caps and other display text, such 
as pull quotes and labels, should 
be limited and discussed in 
advance.

Generally, it’s best to stick to 
black and gray or Brand Blue, 
especially on straight news 
pages.



Text and color
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Color type
and type on color

Use of color type or type on 
a color background or photo 
should be limited and must 
meet minimum 
sizing requirements to ensure 
legibility.

Keep in mind the registration 
issues discussed earlier to 
determine whether the 
pros outweigh the potential 
cons.

Reversed and 
color text are 
more difficult 
to read when 
registration 
isn’t perfect, 
which should 
be considered 
when deciding 
whether to use 
them. 
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Text and color

Contrast is key
When reversing text from a photo, be sure 
the photo has a consistent, dark background 
so that text isn’t lost in lighter areas.
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Text and color
Contrast is key

When placing black text on top of a tint block, be sure to choose 
swatches from the 22 DC Unified Colors palette and use 
the lightest shade of the color family for the tint block.

When reversing text out of color, use the one of the darker 
shades in the family.


